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THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER 



December, 1895 



agreeable by the minute particles of light and shadow pro- 
duced by the crossing of the threads. These bits of light 
and shade give the mixed tint of which I have before 
spoken, and which is almost better in certain rooms than de- 
sign. Flat straw weavings, and interlacings of thin strips of 
wood — both of Chinese manufacture — are beautiful in color 
and surface. But, leaving out every application of material 



AN EHPIRE LIBRARY IN A NEW YORK RESIDENCE. 




THE library in the residence of Mr. H. Bramhall Gilbert, of 
this city, shown on page 75, is one of the best examples of 
the Empire style, and the decorators, The Linspar Deco- 
rating Company, of this city, are to be congratulated upon 
this noteworthy achievement, both in the decorations as 
well as the various appointments of the apartment. There 
is evidence of a scholarly study of the style in question, and 
the result is one that places the decorative firm referred to 
in the front rank of American decorators. The woodwork is 
in mahogany with brass decorations in ormolu finish. The 
bookcase is a grandiose conception, the doors having panels 
of leaded glass with opalescent ornaments on a crackled 
background, the classic torch and wreath being conspicuous 
motives. In one corner of the apartment is shown a divan 
standing on a raised dais, the steps of the dais being covered 
with a rug of leopard skin. There is a canopy over the 
divan, which is formed of the same cardinal velour which 
covers the side walls, and is lined with a magnificent bro- 
cade in cream and gold. The Empire table in the centre of 
the apartment is a model of the style both in design and en- 
richment. The Linspar Decorating Company have mani- 
fested themselves in particular on the frieze and ceiling 
decorations, which are of Linspar" relief throughout. The 
floor is laid in oak parquetry, on which is spread a magnifi- 
cent Persian rug. 

DECORATIVE NOTE. 



THERE is quite a fashion in the use of bod}' - Brussels 
rugs — that is to say, rectangular carpets made of body 
Brussels with the border sewn on. This method of 
floor decoration is not nearly so desirable as the use of ajrug 
woven in one piece, or an Oriental rug which has of late be- 
come so cheap as to be within the reach of people possessed 
of the most moderate means. The Jap jute rug for bed- 
rooms is, for the price, the most artistic floor-covering in 
the market. In buying carpets and draperies it is better to 
buy the best goods in any given grade, if for no other reason 
than that they will retain their color without fading for a 



and depending upon color alone, it is possi- 
ble so to treat our walls as to make them 

pleasant and restful to our senses, and a 

friendly instead of an unfriendly influence. 
Sleeping-rooms, bathrooms, and rooms 

which are or should ±>e _ subject to frequent" 

applications of water, must, of course, have 

walls treated only with oil paint; and this 

is generally an unsympathetic treatment, 

since a hard and shining surface is apt to 

result from its use. Having these natural 

disadvantages, it follows that much more 

thought and care should be given to the 

manner of its use than when water color — 

which is naturally soft in effect — is applied. 
There is no reason, however, why, even 

in rooms which are subject to constant 

scrubbing, the oil color should not be used 

in two tones, ' with design in stencil, thus 

producing exactly the effect of a paper 

printed in monochrome. 

I have seen a room so skillfully treated 

in fine stencil-work in two pale tones of blue 

that it was like a piece of beautiful old porce- 
lain, and yet it was quite able to bear a weekly 
scrubbing if the necessity for it existed. 

But, whatever method of wall decoration 
is chosen, the two principles of pleasantness 
of color and suggestiveness of design will 
save one from the mistakes which are apt to 
follow uneducated, or inexperienced decora- 
tion. To be constantly reminded of the wall as a wall, as a 
solid piece of masonry, is what one must avoid ; and yet 
we must also remember that it is quite as possible and almost 
as instinctive for us to make the wall beautiful as for the 
pearl-03'ster to spread its shell with opalescent nacre. 




A Louis XVI. Suite. By the Stickley & Simonds Co., of Syracuse, N. Y. 

much longer period than the cheaper goods. The low-priced 
goods are made in imitation of the high-priced, and when 
first purchased will appear to be as good as the most costly 
fabrics; but the material used is inferior in quality and the 
dyes are certainly more prone to fade. 



